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Synopsis

Greg Palast digs deep to unearth the ugly facts that few reporters working anywhere in the world
today have the courage or ability to cover. From East Timor to Waco, Karachi to Santiago, he has
exposed some of the most egregious cases of political corruption, corporate fraud, and financial
manipulation, globally. His uncanny investigative skills as well as his acerbic wit and
no-holds-barred style have made him an anathema among magnates on four continents and a living
legend among his colleagues and his devoted readership, worldwide. This exciting new collection
brings together some of Palast’'s most powerful and influential writing of the past decade. His
columns in the Observer have a cult following and he made headline news when he went
undercover for the Observer to break open the 'Lobbygate’ scandal of corruption inside the Blair
Cabinet. Included here are his reports on that story, which earned him the distinction of being the
first journalist ever to be personally attacked on the floor of Parliament by a prime minister; his
celebrated Washington Post exposA® on Jeb Bush and Katherine Harris’s stealing of the
presidential election in Florida, which made him "a legend and a hero on the Internet" (Alan Colmes
/ Fox Radio) when it ran in Salon.com; and recent stories on George W. Bush’s pay-offs to
corporate cronies, and the business-created 'energy crisis.’ Also included in this volume are new

and previously unpublished material, television transcripts, photographs, and letters.
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Customer Reviews

Greg Palast won’t shut up. He won'’t shut up about how Jeb Bush and his lieutenant stole the

election from Gore through a vicious manipulation of the voter rolls. He won’t shut up about how



cheaply Tony Blair's government can be bought. He won’t shut up about how mainstream
journalism is in thrall to the prevailing free market corporate ethos. He won’t shut up about the Big
Lie perpertreated by Milton Friedman and his gang that markets promote democracy, that markets
are engines of viture. He shows with unshakable research that instead that instead of breeding
virture and freedom, markets breed corruption, inequality, and through a politically moribund media,
moral complacency.The opening chapter on the high-tech mechanism that the Bush camp in Florida
put in place before the elections in 2000 to expunge African-Americans from voter rolls is worth the
price of the book. Palast tells us how Jeb’s gang reinstated Jim Crow laws in the New South by
hiring a database firm with strong ties to the Texas Republican party to compare lists of voters with
lists of felons and purge names from the rolls that "matched" in only the most tenous ways. Roughly
60,000 voters, most of them Black (because the prison archipelago in the United States imprisons
mostly Blacks) were stripped of the fundamental right of voting. Why take blacks off the rolls?
Because, as Palast notes, better than 9 in 10 Blacks vote for Democrats. He personalizes these
facts in the person of a Black minister who had met and broken bread with Jeb Bush on numerous
occasions. The minister showed up to vote at his local precinct where he had been voting for over

20 years and discovered that his name had vanished from rolls.

"The Best Democracy Money Can Buy" is a must read for anyone-conservative or liberal-who wants
to get a different perspective on what is happening in the world than the one that is consistently
portrayed by the consolidated corporate media. While the controversial title of this book implies a
liberal critique of Western values and institutions, it actually accomplishes something very different.
Veteran investigative reporter, Greg Palast publishes some of the news stories that the consolidated
corporate media refuses to report. While some may blanch at the targets of Palast’s investigations,
which include corrupt politicians, crooked companies, world finance organizations, and the
consolidated corporate media, few can deny the accuracy and integrity of his reports. Palast is an
independent reporter who originally specialized in racketeering investigations. His methods include
scrupulously studying corporate documents, and examining the testimony of whistleblowers, many
of whom approach him personally out of disgust toward their parent organizations. Palast does not
work for a for-profit media company and is not beholden to corporate interests. This makes him one
of the few honest voices in public life.Chief among Palast's exposAGs is the illegal manner in which
Florida Secretary of State, Kathleen Harris, and Governor Jeb Bush illegally denied tens of
thousands of African American citizens their right to vote in the 2000 presidential election in Florida.

Palast details the methods used by Bush and Harris to exclude eligible African American from voting



such as manipulating database records to wrongfully categorize thousands of African Americans as
felons, or wrongfully claiming that convicted felons who has completed their sentences in other

states could not vote in Florida.
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